
WT Cosmetology Students: Graduating Career Ready 

Western Tech’s Cosmetology Program is proudly 

producing seniors that are ready for a career in 

cosmetology. Last year, 11/12 of its graduating 

class earned a professional license from the 

Maryland Board of Cosmetologists. Students 

were required to obtain a minimum of 1,500 

hours of training and pass The Maryland State 

Cosmetology Exam in order to receive licensure.  

 

Program director, Tammy Cooney, is determined to prepare 

students for a variety of professional settings. Western Tech has 

developed a working relationship with CCBS and other 

community members—allowing cosmetology students to service 

graduate students, senior citizens, teachers, and students’ families. 

Students also participate in an internship their junior year, earning 

up to 300 hours in a professional salon setting. Junior Karen S. 

Flores-Ramos couldn’t wait to begin her salon experience. She 

gravitated toward the profession at a young age, spending 

numerous hours in her mother’s salon. Flores-Ramos serves as a 

“big sister” in the program, providing support and guidance to her 

“little sister,” an underclassmen; but, the program fosters many 

student leaders. Students also take turns serving as salon managers 

and assistant managers throughout the year.   

 

Cooney describes her students as highly motivated. “They demonstrate a desire to always learn more,” 

she affirms, “Many students will attend ‘Coach Class’ on Tuesdays for an opportunity to sharpen their 

skills and seek expertise.” Junior Cierra Major is motivated by the class’ competitive environment. 

“You have to come down here during our Fantasy Competition. Some girls are really creative,” she 

exclaims. Cooney draws on the students’ competitive nature through quarterly competitions. Through 

these competitions students demonstrate their skills and are motivated to succeed.   

 

Western Tech would like to congratulate the 2015 cosmetology graduates below for their commitment 

to excellence in receiving state licensure:  

 

Kierra Abraham 

India Barnes 

Nakia Coit 

Lindsey Janowick 

Brandi Kilker 

Malea Livingston 

Kaila McGowan 

Destinee' Richmond 

Jasmine Sellers 

Jaya Smith 

Shakiera Williams 


